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The older generations tend to have very traditional ideas about how people
should
live, think and behave. However, some people believe that these ideas are not
helpful in preparing younger generations for modern life.
To what extent do you agree or disagree with this.

It is true that many older people believe in traditional values that often seem
incompatible with the needs of younger people. While I agree that some traditional
ideas are outdated, I believe that others are still useful and should not be forgotten.

On the one hand, many of the ideas that elderly people have about life are becoming
less relevant for younger people. In the past, for example, people were advised to
learn a profession and find a secure job for life, but today’s workers expect much
more variety and diversity from their careers. At the same time, the ‘rules’ around
relationships are being eroded as young adults make their own choices about who
and when to marry. But perhaps the greatest disparity between the generations can
be seen in their attitudes towards gender roles. The traditional roles of men and
women, as breadwinners and housewives, are no longer accepted as necessary or
appropriate by most younger people.

On the other hand, some traditional views and values are certainly applicable to the
modern world. For example, older generations attach great importance to working
hard, doing one’s best, and taking pride in one’s work, and these behaviours can
surely benefit young people as they enter today’s competitive job market. Other
characteristics that are perhaps seen as traditional are politeness and good
manners.In our globalised world, young adults can expect to come into contact with
people from a huge variety of backgrounds, and it is more important than ever to
treat others with respect. Finally, I believe that young people would lead happier
lives if they had a more ‘old-fashioned’ sense of community and neighbourliness.

In conclusion, although the views of older people may sometimes seem unhelpful in
in today's world, we should not dismiss all traditional ideas as irrelevant.
(299 words, band 9)
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Some people think that parents should teach their children how to be good
members of society. Others, however, believe that school is the best place to
learn this. Discuss both views and give your own opinion.

Some individuals believe that the right place to teach children how to become good
citizens is the school, while others argue that parents should be the ones responsible
for that. Although parents might influence their children more than anyone else, I
believe that educational institutions are more trained and equipped to teach
children how to become successful members of the community.

Parents influence their children more than anyone else. This is due to the fact that
mothers and fathers are the ones who raise and spend most of the time with their
children which dramatically influences the way children act and think. If parents act
in a goodmanner, their children will indirectly imitate them. This fortifies the fact
that no one might exert such a strong influence on their children. For example, a
study in Britain showed that children are two times more influenced by their parents
than their teachers. However, I believe that this is not enough and that school should
be the place teaching children to become good people in society.

Schools are trained to build good citizens. Teachers spent their undergraduate years
studying how to deal with children and train them to become better individuals in
their communities. For this reason, educational institutions should be the place
where children can safely acquire the needed behaviors to become better
individuals in the future. For example, a recent study in the USA showed that 90% of
schools train teachers how to help students to become better citizens. For this
reason, I believe that the best place to do this is the school.

In conclusion, although parents have a strong influence on their children, I believe
that the best place to create better citizens is the school because tutors are trained
to do that.
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Extreme sports such as sky diving and skiing are very dangerous and should be
banned.
To what extent do you agree or disagree with this view?

In recent years, extreme sports have become increasingly popular, and some people
argue that governments should prohibit them. I completely disagree with the idea
that these sports are too dangerous, and I therefore believe that they should not be
banned. In my opinion, so-called extreme sports are not as dangerous as many
people think.

All sports involve some element of risk, and there should always be clear regulations
and safety procedures to reduce the possibility of accidents. People who take part
in extreme sports are usually required to undergo appropriate training so that the
dangers are minimised. For example, anyone who wants to try skydiving will need to
sign up for lessons with a registered club, and beginners are not allowed to dive solo;
they must be accompanied by an experienced professional. Finally, the protective
equipment and technology used in sports frommotor racing to mountain climbing is
constantly improving safety.

While I support regulations and safety measures, I believe that it would be wrong,
and almost impossible to ban extreme sports. In the first place, we should all be free
to decide howwe spend our leisure time; as long as we understand the risks, I do not
believe that politicians should stop us from enjoying ourselves. However, an even
stronger argument against such a ban would be the difficulty of enforcing it. Many of
the most risky sports, like base jumping or big wave surfing, are practised far away
from the reach of any authorities. I cannot imagine the police being called to stop
people from parachuting off amountain face or surfing on an isolated beach.

In conclusion, I would argue that people should be free to enjoy extreme sports as
long as they understand the risks and take the appropriate precautions.
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Aswell as making money, businesses also have social responsibilities. To what
extent do you agree or disagree?

Businesses have always sought to make a profit, but it is becoming increasingly
common to hear people talk about the social obligations that companies have. I
completely agree with the idea that businesses should do more for society than
simply make money.

On the one hand, I accept that businesses must make money in order to survive in a
competitive world. It seems logical that the priority of any company should be to
cover its running costs, such as employees’ wages and payments for buildings and
utilities. On top of these costs, companies also need to invest in improvements and
innovations if they wish to remain successful. If a company is unable to pay its bills
or meet the changing needs of customers, any concerns about social responsibilities
become irrelevant. In other words, a company can only make a positive contribution
to society if it is in good financial health.

On the other hand, companies should not be run with the sole aim of maximising
profit; they have a wider role to play in society. One social obligation that owners
and managers have is to treat their employees well, rather than exploiting them. For
example, they could pay a “living wage” to ensure that workers have a good quality
of life. I also like the idea that businesses could use a proportion of their profits to
support local charities, environmental projects or education initiatives. Finally,
instead of trying to minimise their tax payments by using accounting loopholes, I
believe that company bosses should be happy to contribute to society through the
tax system.

In conclusion, I believe that companies should place as much importance on their
social responsibilities as they do on their financial objectives.
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Although more andmore people read news on the Internet, newspapers will
remain the most important source of news. Do you agree or disagree?

The Internet is beginning to rival newspapers as the best place to find information
about what is happening in the world. I believe that this trend will continue, and the
Internet will soon be just as important as the traditional ones.

On the one hand, I believe that newspapers will continue to be a vital source of
information, even in the Internet age. Firstly, newspapers are the most traditional
means of communicating the news, and not everyone wants to or is able to use the
Internet instead. For example, old people or those in rural areas might not have the
ability to get online, while many of us simply prefer newspapers even if we do have
Internet access. Secondly, newspapers can be trusted as reliable sources of news
because they employ professional journalists and editors. Finally, many people like
the experience of holding and reading a paper rather than looking at a computer
screen.

However, the Internet is likely to become just as popular as newspapers for a variety
of reasons. The main reason is that it allows us much faster access to news in real
time and wherever we are, on different gadgets and mobile devices. Another key
benefit of online news compared to newspapers is the ability to share articles,
discuss themwith other people, give our views, and even contribute with our own
updates on social media. For example, there has been an explosion in the use of
platforms like Twitter and YouTube where anyone can share their news and views. A
final point is that this source of news is less damaging to the environment.

In conclusion, I disagree with the view that newspapers will continue to be the main
source of news, because I believe that the Internet will soon be equally important.


